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TREE PROGRAM 2020-2021

The Seedling Tree Program provides
conservation grade seedling trees for
purchase at a nominal price. The low-cost
seedlings are available for purchase from
November to early April. Seedlings are
generally delivered in May and may be used
for the following purposes:

e Living Snow Fence

¢ Windbreaks

o Wildlife Habitat

e Visual Screens/Noise Barriers
¢ Erosion Control

¢ Reforestation

e Other Conservation Purposes

A wide variety of species are offered to meet conservation needs throughout Sheridan County.
Seedlings are bundled in groups of 25 or 30, based on size and species selection. Popular
species, and the variety package, tend to sell out quickly, so it's best to get your order in as
soon as possible. To place a seedling order, you may:
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e Download an order form or order online at www.sccdwy.org/seedling-tree-program
e Pick up an order form from our office (Suite 102 in the Cottonwood Building)

UPCOMING Japanese Beetle Advisory

The Japanese Beetle is a non-native insect recently discovered in
Kendrick Park. As a grub, the insect feeds on grass roots, damaging
lawns, golf courses, and pastures. The adult beetle feeds on foliage,
flowers, and fruits of over 300 ornamental and agricultural plants.
The beetle, first discovered in New Jersey in 1916, is a highly
destructive plant pest that can be difficult and expensive to control.
For more information on the Japanese Beetle and what you can do
) to help, please call the Weed and Pest Hotline (307) 655-8297 or
Courtesy of gardentech.com visit the City of Sheridan's News webpage.

TREES AS BUFFERS FOR STREAMS
Conservation Tree Highlight

A riparian buffer is a strip of vegetated land located
between areas of land use and a waterbody. Like
grasses, the roots of shrubs and trees can prevent and
slow erosion on streambanks, while also trapping
sediment and other pollutants, reducing the amount of
pollutants entering the waterway. If your streamside
lacks a mixture of native grasses, shrubs, and trees,
planting a variety of species will not only bolster the
strength of your streambanks but improve water quality
and provide food and cover for wildlife, all while
enhancing the aesthetic value of your property.
Several water-loving trees are available for purchase
through our tree program including willows, aspens,
cottonwoods, dogwood, currants, and more.




CELEBRATING CONSERVATION LEADERSHIP

The following individuals have dedicated years of service to help improve the natural resources of
Sheridan County. These individuals are locally elected, unpaid volunteers. Many of them are your
friends and neighbors who are trying to make a difference by directing conservation programs and
priorities in Sheridan County. Please take the time to thank your locally elected Board of Supervisors,
past and present, for all they have done and continue to do for natural resource conservation in

Sheridan County!
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IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN
JOINING THE WASD OR
WOULD LIKE MORE

INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT
WYOSPECIALDSTRICTS.COM

ACME POWER PLANT SITE Reclamation Update

The former Acme Power Plant project is a local effort to address contamination in soils,
groundwater, and building materials at the 5-acre site along the Tongue River. Initial
investigations identified large quantities of asbestos, PCBs, petroleum hydrocarbons, and
other contamination throughout the site. Through a contract with the Wyoming Department
of Environmental Quality, WWC Engineering has completed soils and groundwater sampling
activities through an EPA Assessment Grant. Data is currently being validated and compiled
into reporting documents, which will form the basis for development of clean-up alternatives
and cost estimates. A public meeting (with a virtual option) will be scheduled once this
information is complete. A structural survey of the building was conducted in September;
while the survey suggests that the building is structurally sound, it is still unclear whether it
can be incorporated into future reuse discussions. Funding for additional assessments of the
buildings and coal-ash pile and to begin partial cleanup was recently requested through
another EPA grant opportunity. If awarded, those funds would be available in the fall of 2021.

The University of Wyoming Haub School recently finished

documenting the narrative history of the Acme Power Plant and the
surrounding area. "The Power of Acme's Past: Historical Background
and Personal Narratives," is available on the project website. The

website also includes information on the site's history,

environmental assessments, timelines, funding, photos, and other
updates as well as interactive links for people to save their stories

about the site's past and their ideas on potential future uses.

DANGER

Please respect fences and
adjacent landowners. Do not
enter the site. The site is
contaminated and is a risk to
your health and safety.

The site is not safe for volunteer assistance at this time, but there are still ways to be involved:

¢ Make a donation. This shows community support and allows us to leverage grants and

obtain other funding.

¢ Share stories and reuse ideas on the project website www.acmeprojectwyoming.org

¢ Provide input and feedback at public meetings

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is a
voluntary program that provides technical and financial
assistance to producers to address natural resource concerns
and deliver environmental benefits such as improved water
and air quality, conserved ground and surface water,
increased soil health and reduced soil erosion and
sedimentation, improved or created wildlife habitat, and
more.

The Local Working Group, consisting of agencies and
individuals in Sheridan and Johnson counties (Division IV),
meets annually to determine priorities within the area. The
LWG serves as an advisory board to the State Technical
Committee which helps adapt state NRCS policy to local
needs.

Farmers and ranchers who lease and /or own agricultural land
are eligible to apply. For more information, visit
nrcs.usda.gov/farmbill or make an appointment to see
Andrew Cassiday, NRCS District Conservationist, or Oakley
Ingersoll, NRCS Soil Conservationist, by calling our office at
(307) 672-5820 ext. 3.

GOT VENTENATA OR
MEDUSAHEAD?
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Unfortunately these pesky
invasive grasses aren't going
anywhere anytime soon. At the
2018 LWG meeting and again at
the 2020 LWG meeting, due to
the spread of these invasives,
degraded plant condition
remained the #1 priority for
Division IV.

Financial assistance is available
for treatment of these species.

Contact the NRCS office to find
out if you're eligible.
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Our mission is to protect
Sheridan County's water and
land quality through
assistance programs,
information and outreach,
monitoring, and planning.

SCCD's regular board
meetings are currently
being held virtually
the first Tuesday of
each month at 4 pm.

THANK YOU - WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST BOARD MEMBER!

to Doug Masters 4 0 b Stephanie Masters has been a near life-long resident of Sheridan County, where she has embraced

for serving a = a number of roles over the years including that of a business owner, land owner, cattlewoman,

) e a s 4 @ mother and grandmother. She is anxious to serve her community in this newest role as a member of

the SCCD Board A the Conservation District, and looks forward to putting her personal and professional experience to
- work for the businesses and families of Sheridan County. Stephanie enjoys being surrounded by her

of Supervisors. children and grandchildren while spending time on the family ranch near Dayton.

We will miss youl

STORMWATER POLLUTION: From Goose Creek to the Gulf of Mexico

CONGRATULATIONS When it rains or snows, anything on the ground can be picked up and swept into storm drains, including
" to Emerson Scott trash, sediment, and animal waste. Storm drains empty into nearby waterbodies, like our streams and rivers.
for being re-elected In Sheridan, storm drains flow into Little Goose, Big Goose, and Goose Creek.
to serve his third

term on the Board! Wyoming is a headwater state, meaning many of the major river systems in the United States begin in the

mountains of Wyoming, ultimately ending in the Gulf of Mexico. What we do here can impact miles and
miles of downstream water resources. Stormwater pollution can physically degrade the conditions of
waterbodies, endangering public water supplies, aquatic life, fisheries, and more.

WHAT CAN | DO?

Individuals can help prevent stormwater pollution by:
= Picking up after your pets
= Using only the recommended amounts of fertilizers and pesticides
= Use the oil recycling facilities in Sheridan, Dayton, or Clearmont
= Keep trash out of the storm drains - AKA. don't litter
= Put debris from sweeping up driveways and sidewalks into the trash rather than into the street

HOW DOES THE SCCD DO THEIR PART?

The SCCD offers financial assistance for projects that benefit water quality in impaired watersheds, like
septic system replacements, corral or animal feeding area relocation, and fencing and stockwater systems
that reduce livestock access to waterbodies. Most recently, the SCCD has partnered with Frog Creek
Partners to sponsor four Gutter Bins in the City of Sheridan.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

DISTRICT STAFF

Brian Deurloo,
President and Founder,
is a Sheridan native
who is working to help
protect watersheds
around the world.
Deurloo's first Gutter

Frog Creek Partners' Gutter Bin stormwater filtration system
removes pollution from storm drains to help make rivers and
oceans cleaner.

Sheridan's 11 Gutter Bins installed around downtown have
captured over 2500 pounds of pollution within the past three
years. Ten more donated by generous sponsors will be

installed thi: th.

NRCS STAFF fnstatie s mon Bins were installed in
If you or your business is interested in the City of Sheridan.
helping to reduce pollution in our local FROG CREEK The patented Gutter

PARTNERS

Bins are manufactured
locally in Sheridan,
Casper, and Gillette.

watersheds and beyond, we encourage
you to reach out to Frog Creek
Partners to sponsor a Gutter Bin.

(307) 797-7720
heya@FrogCreek.Partners
www.FrogCreek.Partners




